
Jason Leggett: An “ad lib" for teaching and learning.  

Purpose: In this learning environment my hope is for you to develop ways of evidencing your 
understanding of the course. I think it is important that the expectations be clear and that there 
are multiple opportunities structured for you to evidence this understanding. One common tool is 
an exam that asks you to provide an essay type response. Here is an example that would apply 
to our course grading of the midterm.  

Essay Response Question: Is this a Clash of Civilizations (Huntington)? 

“Content” to Asses, critically examine, analyze, and theorize: AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE excerpt 

Turkey’s forcible return of around 30 Afghan asylum seekers just hours after the 
European Union (EU)-Turkey refugee deal came into force shows that implementing the deal 
would risk refugees’ lives from the word go, Amnesty International said.In recent months, 
growing numbers of refugees intercepted en route to Greece have been transferred to the EU-
funded Erzurum Removals Centre, from which they have been forcibly returned to their 
countries of origin without access to lawyers and asylum proceedings. Without any human rights 
benchmarks or independent monitoring of the EU-Turkey deal’s implementation, there is no 
guarantee that such abuses will not be repeated.

The events described by migrants who are threatened in their home countries are 
identical to forced returns and other abuses documented by Amnesty International in a 
December 2015 report. The organization found that refugees and asylum-seekers were 
apprehended at the western border, detained without access to lawyers, and then forcibly 
returned to Syria and Iraq after being forced to sign “voluntary return” papers. At the time the 
European Commission responded that it would keep this “serious matter under review”, 
however it is still not acknowledging the violations as documented by Amnesty International.

“Returns to Turkey cannot proceed on the basis that Turkey is a safe country for 
refugees. The EU should adopt an independent resettlement plan and work with its partner 
Turkey to end the abuse of refugee rights,” said John Dalhuisen.
—- 



To get an A+ on this kind of exam you need to remember our learning outcomes: 
It is always a good idea to start your response by quoting or paraphrasing a class 
reading with citation. 

Example: According to _______________________________________________, human 
rights need to be balanced. 

This not only shows me that you can apply understanding (learning outcome 2) it shows me you 
can assess the information (learning outcome 1). For example, see how the reading assignment 
for Human Rights: A Very Short Introduction chapters 6 and 7 measure yours your ability to 
assess a legal reading.  

From here, your answer should reflect your own thinking on this issue. The question is asking 
you to state clearly in what ways do you agree with Huntington’s hypothesis. Note that we are 
not asking what you do not agree with, that will come later in the semester. For now we need to 
see that you can examine a theory within the class content framework. 

Continuing the concept: 

From here, I need to see that you can analyze the many sides of the immigration crisis from the 
point of view of the American Legal System. I offer the following as a way of structuring the 
response using course content: 

Sentence 1. According to _______________________________________________, human 
rights need to be balanced.



Sentence 2. I think Huntington is correct when he writes, ______________________________.  

Sentence 3. For example, the asylum seekers are hoping for western legal rules to protect 
them from non-western governments and dictators. 

Sentence 4. I think I would choose to balance the laws of _________________________ 
against the laws of __________________________ and think about how the migrants human 
rights can be reasonably protected. 

From here, you simply explain what you mean and repeat your main point. It never hurts to use 
examples and explanations.  


